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Best Of ‘ 98





Best Of TV


1. NYPD Blue


2. Larry Sanders


3. Seinfeld


4. The Simpsons


5. Ally McBeal


6. Party Of Five


7. Friends


8. Touched By An Angel


9. Dharma and Greg


10. Dawson’s Creek





Top Grossing Tours


1. Elton John - 46.2 million


2. Dave Matthews Band - 40.1


3. Celine Dion - 38.1


4. Yanni - 37.4


5. Garth Brooks - 37.2


6. Eric Clapton - 33.6


7. Shania Twain - 33.5


8. Janet Jackson - 33.1


9. George Strait Country Music Festival - 33.0


10. The Rolling Stones - 31.8





98 Box Office


1. Armageddon


2. Saving Private Ryan


3. There's Something About Mary


4. The Waterboy


5. Dr. Dolittle


6. Deep Impact


7. Godzilla 


8. Rush Hour


9. Lethal Weapon 4


10. The Truman Show





Best Albums Of 98


1. Royal Albert Hall Concert - Bob Dylan


2. The Miseducation Of Lauryn Hill - Lauryn Hill


3. Dirty Boogie - Brian Setzer


4. Come On Over - Shania Twain


5. Powertrip - Monster Magnet


6. Car Wheels On A Gravel Road - Lucinda Williams


7. The Devil You Know - Econoline Crush


8. Third Eye Blind - Third Eye Blind


9. The Demo - Brave New World


10. Life Won't Wait - Rancid





Top 20 Songs


1. Good Riddance (Time Of Your Life) - Green Day


2. Bittersweet Symphony - The Verve


3. My Heart Will Go On - Celine Dion


4. I Don’t Want To Miss A Thing - Aerosmith


5. Closing Time - Semisonic


6. Iris - Goo Goo Dolls


7. You’re Still The One - Shania Twain 


8. Ray Of Light – Madonna


9. Inside Out - Eve 6


10. Sex and Candy - Marcy Playground


11. Dragula - Rob Zombie


12. One Week - Barenaked Ladies


13. Ghetto Superstar – Pras


14. That Song - Big Wreck


15. Poets - The Tragically Hip


16. I Know Where It’s At - All Saints


17. Celebrity Skin - Hole


18. Pretty Fly (For A White Guy) - Offspring


19. Hey Now Now - Swirl 360


Torn - Natalie Imbruglia





At The Movies


The Comedy


It may have seemed that the year of the asteroid would have taken this spot, but with a strong finish in the unlikely guise of Adam Sandler and the Waterboy, the comedy makes an appearance as the movie most people wanted to see.  Cameron Diaz and Ben Stiller made audiences roar in the offbeat and very lucrative Something About Mary, Eddie Murphy garnered up the laughs and box office dollars in a remake of Dr. Dolittle, and Jackie Chan had his first bonafide North American hit in Rush Hour.   





Off The Record


The Soundtrack


Although soundtracks have sold well in the past, (Grease, Saturday Night Fever, The Bodyguard) the music industry has never seen so many hits in one year.  Inspiring half a dozen chart-topping songs, the movie tracks to City of Angels, Bulworth, Armageddon, and the Titanic stormed to the top of the charts, in some cases out selling the films that spawned them.  Look for this trend to continue as more and more acts turn to this form of compilation record making to keep in the limelight between albums.  





On Line


Future Web historians may refer to 1998 as the year mainstream retailers finally got it and started moving their collective wares toward an online economy. E-commerce sites like eToys, Amazon.com, and CDnow spent money lavishly on positioning deals with Web portals. 


Internet stocks were Wall Street's hot ticket items of 1998. Amazon.com shot $46.25 in one day after a market analyst set the target price for the book/CD seller at $400. Not bad for a stock that started 1998 at just under $25 per share. 





The Buzz - Year In Review


The Canadian Divas continued their reign over popular music, with Celine Dion leading the pack with three successful albums out this year alone, selling over 10 million combined discs to become the leading artist in the world.  Shania Twain’s follow up lp, Come On Over, moved 8 million plus so far, and Alanis Morissette’s Supposed Former Infatuation Junky secured the angry young artist as a solid producer.  The big surprise, however, goes to those underachieving home country heroes, the Barenaked Ladies, who came out of nowhere to place Stunt in the Billboard top 10 for over 3 months.





The Chicago Bulls added another championship to their dynasty, John Elway shook a monkey off his back when he and the Denver Broncos beat the Green Bay Packers for Super Bowl XXXll, and the NBA passed on the beginning of the season in favor of a strike.  But the big news was in baseball as Mark MacGwire and Sammy Sosa battled it out for the home run record, with big Mac setting the new benchmark at 70.





Seinfeld said goodbye while still on top, The Simpsons set a new record for most episodes of an animated series, and Larry Sanders had a memorable fa
